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Biographies

Aurora Wind Ensemble - Prizewinners at the European chamber music competition
Musique d'Ensemble, the Aurora Ensemble has performed in many major venues and
festivals including the Purcell Room and Wigmore Hall and the Warwick and Petworth
Festivals. It has broadcast on ORS Television Austria and BBC Radio 3 for the Young
Artists Forum and was selected as one of the featured ensembles in Making Music's
Concert Promoters' Network for the 2005-2006 season. Its debut CD included the
first CD recording of Marin Goleminov's Wind Quintet No 2. Sounds Exciting is the
ensemble's own education project, which runs in conjunction with their recital work.
The ensemble directs its own course at Hawkswood College, Gloucestershire every
Easter and has also had extensive experience at performing in hospitals, schools and
centres for people with disabilities and residential homes for the elderly, through the
late Yehudi Menuhin's Live Music Now! Scheme.

John York's career has taken him around the world as soloist with such orchestras as
the LPO and the London Mozart Players and as a chamber music partner, primarily with
the cellist, Raphael Wallfisch and in the piano duo team of York 2 (with his wife, Fiona).
He has performed in festivals in Europe, Australia and South America. His extensive
discography includes the complete Beethoven cycle, with Raphael Wallfisch. John York
is Professor at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama and Senior Music Head at St
Paul's Girls' School. He also works with students of the highest level in Australia and
Switzerland.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart -Quintet in E flat Major for Piano and Winds, K. 452
I. Largo - Allegro moderato

Il. Larghetto

I1l. Rondo: Allegretto

Mozart wrote this quintet for piano, oboe, clarinet, horn and bassoon in 1784, and
quickly proclaimed it to be the best work he had written. How the instruments "gel" is
the opening movement's immediate concern: the most important material is first given
to the piano then, after a short development, shared around the ensemble at theat
the recapitulation. The slow movement reverses this hierarchy to an extent, with the
horn, especially, introducing new material in the central section. The quintet ends in a
rondo. The piano and oboe introduce the themes, and the movement includes a notable
cadenza for the entire ensemble before a customary trill signals a final return to the
principal theme.
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